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the mouth of his holy Prophet David, he saith on this wise; Call upon me in the days of thy trouble, and | will
deliver thee. (Psa. 1. 15.) Likewise in the Gospel, by the mouth of his well-beloved Son Christ he saith, Ask, and it
shall be given you; knock, and it shall be opened: for whosoever asketh, receiveth; whosoever seeketh, findeth;
and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. (Matt. vii. 7, 8.) St. Paul also most agreeably consenting hereunto,
willeth men to pray every where and to continue therein with thanksgiving. (1 Tim. ii. 8; Phil. iv. 6; Col. iv. 2.)
Neither doth the blessed Apostle St. James in this point any thing dissent, but earnestly exhorting all men to
diligent prayer, saith, If any man Sack wisdom, let him ask it of God, which giveth liberally to all men, and
reproacheth no man. (James i. 5.) Also, in another place, Pray one for another, saith he, that ye may be healed:
for the righteous man s prayer availeth much, if it be fervent. (James v. 16.) What other thing are we taught by
these and such other places, but only this, that Almighty God, notwithstanding his heavenly wisdom and
foreknowledge, will be prayed unto; that he will be called upon; that he will have us no less willing on our part
to ask, than he on his part is willing to give? Therefore most fond and foolish is the opinion and reason of those
men, which therefore think all prayer to be superfluous and vain, because God searcheth the heart and...
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