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position his pursuit aircraft ac-cordingly. Once this domino fell, others followed. Fighter aircraft finally
developed engines and armament that al-lowed them to climb, chase, and fight successfully with the heavy
behemoths. Antiaircraft weaponry developed prox-imity fuses for their shells, which made them deadly to the
bomber formations. By 1939 even General Arnold was pressing for the de-velopment of a long-range escort
fighter for bomber forma-25 tions, but by then it was too late. Eighth Air Force bombers would have to sustain
heavy losses before the Air Corps could deliver them fighters capable of protecting them from the enemy
defenders. One would think that these lessons, written in blood, would be an example of what was to be avoided
in the fu-ture - a template of how not to close the minds of the serv-ice to pragmatic viewpoints; but it was not
to be. The or-ganizational culture that had been built on the theory of strategic bombing was unable to define
itself in any other terms. As soon as the war ended, US Army Air Forces lead-ership began to put distance
between themselves and the fact that the unescorted strategic bomber had met with only limited success, at the
cost of very heavy casualties. In The United States Strategic Bombing Surveys, among the exuberant
proclamations of the success of airpower, the reader finds one tiny paragraph that mentions that fighter
aircraft might have been a problem: Until then it had been believed that unescorted bombers, heavily gunned
and fly-ing in well designed formations, could...
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