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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 264 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.7in.In the Wild West of the late 1800s, a pretty,
pragmatic twenty-year-old named Polly is making ends meet as a lady of the night at Belles Place, a brothel in
Pendleton, Oregon. In a labyrinth of tunnels underneath the house, Ben, a Chinese immigrant, toils in his uncles
laundry and accepts his lot as an unwelcome stranger in America who dares not appear above ground after
dark. Against all social codes of the day, these two outcasts begin a fragile love affair. The Third Step, an
enthralling work of historical fiction by Sharon Hart Strickland, breathes new life into Oregons Pendleton
Underground of the late 1800s in a story of forbidden love between two social outcasts, and the colorful
characters who inhabit their world. Based on historical fact and characters, The Third Step begins when Polly
arrives at Belles Place, a brothel in Pendleton, Oregon, to work in the only profession she knows. When she
accidentally runs afoul of a prominent client, she becomes caught up in a series of events that change her life
forever. Belles bouncer, a stoic Native American name Quinton, is implicated in the events and must flee for his
life, while Belle tries to cover everyones tracks. When Polly is secretly nursed back to health in the laundry by
Ben, the feelings that develop between the two of them fly in the face of the local societys rigid rules. A work of
high drama leavened with gentle humor, The Third Step spins a tale of the Old West that is rarely chronicled in
history books, but factually based and full of the courageous characters that were drawn to life in the West.
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